Alcoholic pancreatitis.
Without doubt, alcohol consumption is one of the most important considerations in adults with acute or chronic pancreatitis. Understanding chronic pancreatitis as a complex disorder in which complimentary factors are required for recurrent acute and late chronic pancreatitis to develop in subsets of patients is critical for the early diagnosis and management of these individuals. Recent pathophysiological and genetic findings represent the beginning of major diagnostic and treatment breakthroughs that are likely to continue for the foreseeable future. The information provided in this article should provide the physician with a fresh perspective and remind the clinician of the importance of an accurate and complete history, and the need to document the actual alcohol consumption, pattern of drinking, and raise appropriate concerns if signs of alcoholism are detected. If alcohol-associated pancreatitis is detected, then limitation of pancreatic damage, limitation of progression, or preventative intervention should become the major concern.